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P82: A History of the County of Sussex: Volume 6 Part 2, Bramber Rape (North-

Western Part) Including Horsham. Originally published by Victoria County 

History, London, 1986. 

¶There was a dame school at Ashurst in 1762. (fn. 1) One day school with c. 30 

pupils existed in 1819, (fn. 2) and two schools with 38 children, educated at their 

parents' expense, in 1835. (fn. 3) In 1846-7 two dame schools in the parish had 

47 pupils in all; one was supported partly by an endowment, apparently the £200 

left by Mary Gratwicke, lady of Eatons manor (d. 1809), of which the income 

was still being received in 1863. Some Ashurst children in 1846-7 went to the 

National schools in Henfield and Steyning. (fn. 4) One dame school remained in 

1868. (fn. 5) 

The site of the former parish workhouse in School Lane was conveyed for use by 

a National school in 1872. (fn. 6) A new school building was built, but the 

attached master's house on the west side had existed before; it is 18th-century in 

style and may have been part of the workhouse. (fn. 7) An annual grant was being 

received in 1873 (fn. 8) and 64 children attended in 1874. (fn. 9) Average 

attendance fluctuated between 44 and 61 in the later 19th century and earlier 

20th, (fn. 10) and between 21 and 37 in the 1920s and 1930s. (fn. 11) About 1970, 

when there were 38 pupils, the school was saved from closure, (fn. 12) and by 

1983 the school building had been enlarged by the incorporation of the master's 

house. In 1982, when it was called Ashurst C.E. (Aided) primary school, it had 

37 pupils; at that date the older children went to school in Steyning. (fn. 13) 
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